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I. Introduction

Democracies have changed and evolved over the years in accordance with necessities. According

to some political theorists, there are three popular types of democracies: pluralist, elite and participatory.

Political participation is key in democracies however, its implementations can be different for every

democracy. The Americas, and especially Latin America, has taken several steps with the help of the United

Nations to improve their participatory democracy in order to enhance equality and participation amongst

civilians. Therefore, people have a chance to raise their voices and concerns, especially during uncertain

times.

Via participatory democracy, people can get a further say in politics rather than only being a part of

the electoral process. It is a model that allows citizens to be directly involved in decisions that are made

about collective life and make political decisions. Thus, this model provides civil societies with the possibility

of increased influence over national governments. Yet, this does not mean society gets to make the

decisions. The national government implements the decision and constituents have a say in them.

Participatory democracy is also a tool for holding elected officials responsible for their decisions and

empowering individuals through the participatory process.

We can see examples of participatory democracies in some states and local forms of governments

such as Town Hall meetings. These meetings allow local and national governments to hear the wishes of

society and to implement them. It also allows both sides to discuss forth-coming legislation. Constituents

can influence political decisions with referendums and initiatives. An initiative is a petition that citizens can

sign in order to suggest changes in legislation. To exemplify, Decidim Barcelona is an initiative that was

started by the citizens that opted for greener public spaces whereas referendums allow citizens to accept or

rescind a law by voting on it. Participatory budgeting (PB), citizen councils, public consultations,

neighborhood councils, participatory planning, and other well-known citizen engagement initiatives are only

a few examples of participatory democracy. As a result, participatory processes are frequently connected

with the idea of a top-down system being introduced in the public sector to include citizen input.

Although there are many benefits of participatory democracy, it can also cause harm to citizens and

is predominantly seen through movements in which people have started to be heard. As seen in recent
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events these movements can get out of hand and cause harm. Even though these movements are usually

started because the current systems are causing them harm, when citizens take action it may result in

negative outcomes.

II. Involved Countries and Organizations

Brazil

In Brazil, policy councils enable civil society engagement by including citizens in the political

decision-making process. At the national, state, and municipal levels, these councils define political

agendas, devise policies, and supervise their execution. Some participatory institutions in Brazil, such as the

national health council, predate the country's restoration to democracy in 1985, following 25 years of

dictatorship. Policy councils have grown significantly since then, particularly since the election of socialist

candidate Lula da Silva in 2003. Between 2003 and 2010, Lula established 25 new national policy councils.

Workers' Party regimes have been in power since then.

The government uses a system called “participatory budgeting” (PB). PB allows citizens to decide

the allocation of a part of the government’s disbursements. This system was an effort to democratize the

system after the occupation of the military in the 1980s. Unfortunately, in recent years conservative

politicians have viewed participatory democracy as an “instrument of the Workers’ Party”(Lima). After the

President of the Workers’ Party, Dilma Rouseff was impeached and conservative legislators have used a

variety of tactics to challenge national policy councils and policy conferences. Not all policy councils are in

jeopardy; those that are designated by law, such as national health and education councils, are

safeguarded. However, organizations that monitor Brazil's participation, transparency, and accountability

have already expressed their displeasure with Bolsonaro's proclamation. Many of Brazil's institutional

improvements aimed at increasing citizen involvement are now in jeopardy.

The United States of America

Although the United States does not fully follow participatory democracy, some states have

integrated initiatives and referendums in their system. Nevada is one of the 24 states that allow the initiative

process. In 2016, residents voted on Nevada Background Checks for Gun Purchases. President Barack

Obama sent a Memorandum on Transparency and Open Federal to all government departments as his first

executive action after taking office in February 2009, with the goal of ensuring public trust and establishing a

system of transparency, public involvement, and collaboration.
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France

In the last few years, France has also had its struggles with democracy. Incidents such as the Yellow

Vests Movement challenged French democracy. The Yellow Vest Movement influenced President Macron

into incorporating some participatory democracy vehicles into the system. This is further explained in the

Focused Overview section of the report. In France, "development councils," often with little resources, have

attempted to address the democratic deficit at the inter-municipal level by allowing "civil society" to play a

more suitable role in metropolitan debates that are still too often reserved to urban elites.

III. Focused Overview of the Issue

Citizen participation in policymaking and service design has been argued for or attempted in many

democracies, but it is far too rarely implemented. There have been some remarkable accomplishments in

both developed and developing countries, and there is a large body of public policy literature supporting

further collaboration. Genuine participation in the "co-production" of policies and services, necessitates

significant changes in government agency culture and operations. It necessitates the development of new

skills in public workers such as enablers, negotiators, and collaborators, and it requires citizens to have a

public-good attitude, a willingness to actively engage, and the skills necessary to participate and deliberate

effectively. Effective citizen engagement, in particular, needs political backing for the actual devolution of

power and decision-making to public officials and professionals. Ministers and agency heads have a

significant leadership role to play in this area. The inadequate communication of the representatives and

constituents causes harm to society.

Participatory democracy is a mainstream topic right now. In the previous decade, the quantity of

articles, news, papers, books, and case studies on participatory democracy has increased like never before.

Simultaneously, toolkits, guides, toolboxes, and handbooks of all kinds are proliferating, all aimed at

assisting cities in adopting participatory government practices. Participatory approaches in ineffective ways

(tools, methods, formats that are not transparent) or for ineffective reasons (false motives, hidden goal), may

result in "fake public involvement". As a result, citizens' trust in politics and by implication, the democratic

process, is eroding. However, there is reason to be optimistic, because citizens are present and willing to

participate, and city administrations are increasingly inclined to have participatory democracy and want to

do it properly, which means maintaining the participatory democracy with honesty, transparency, attention,

care, and empathy.
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1. 2016 US Elections

In the 2016 US elections, social media circulated news, and many politicians used platforms like

Twitter to entice voters. Social media has aided in the organization of movements calling for change.

Citizens enter political conversations with differing viewpoints primarily using hashtags. Local governments

have begun to use social media to make decisions based on public feedback in order to increase public

interest and involvement. Citizens have formed committees to identify local issues and appoint budget

representatives who interact with citizens and city departments, despite the time and effort required.

Democracy was harmed because the voting rules were in one party's advantage. After the Supreme

Court weakened the Voting Rights Act in 2013, the 2016 election was the first to be held. As a response,

more stringent voter ID rules were enacted, polling sites were closed in minority-dominated districts, and

exhortations were sent to "watch" polls for alleged fraud in nonwhite regions, which reportedly suffered

significantly longer voting lines. It's difficult to say how much such policies influenced voter turnout. Targeting

one party's followers to discourage or prevent them from voting degrades democracy, regardless of whether

it influences the outcome of an election. Although civilians were not physically harmed during the election

process, lessened their trust in the democracy and affected their future participation.

2. The Yellow Vests Movement

Initially, yellow vest demonstrators were people from rural areas who had to travel vast distances on

a regular basis. They claimed that the increase in fuel prices was too much for them to bear. Protests

erupted in small provinces across France to oppose Macron's green tax, which swiftly developed into a

bigger movement involving people of the working and middle classes who are fed up with  living conditions.

They claim that their earnings are too high to qualify for social assistance yet not low enough to make ends

meet. There is no official leadership for the campaign, which was initially established through social media

groups.The protestors wore yellow vests because of their association with working-class industries.

Demonstrations and the blockage of roads and fuel depots have been part of the protests, some of

which have devolved into violent riots. These riots caused the government to apply police forces onto the

protesters that harmed civilians. Even though the government tried to take further action towards improving

participatory democracy, people were injured during the initial protests. As the protest progressed into a

more aggressive and destructive state, people started to get hurt. Government officials stated that more

than 400 people were injured after the second day of the protest. These injuries were caused both by fights

within the protesters and by police brutality. It also caused them to feel that their voices were not being

heard and caused a weakening of their trust in participatory democracy.
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The French government planned the "Grand National Debate" in early 2019 in consequence of the

Yellow Vests movement, allowing one hundred randomly selected citizens to deliberate on problems that the

population valued the most in order to inform government action. Environmental change, taxation and

government spending, democracy, participation, representation, and coexistence, and state structures and

public services are among the issues on which residents have been asked to share their views and thoughts

online and in organized conversations. The deliberations came to a close in mid-March, and the President

delivered the conclusion in April 2019. President Macron pledged to establish a special citizens' assembly to

discuss climate change after the Grand National Debate: the Citizens' Climate Convention (CCC). The CCC

was created to function as a legislative body, to reduce France's greenhouse gas emissions while

maintaining social justice. The main cause of the Yellow Vests Movement was not about the climate but

rather, the workers that could not afford fuel to commute. Thus, the protests were silenced; however, the

problem at hand was not solved.

3. Brexit

Brexit was the United Kingdom's (UK) exit from the European Union (EU) on January 31, 2020. After

47 years as a member state of the EU and its predecessor, the European Communities (EC), including the

European Economic Community, the United Kingdom is the first and so far only sovereign country to leave

the EU. Northern Ireland continues to participate in the European Single Market for goods and is a de facto

member of the EU Customs Union under the terms of the Brexit departure agreement. The European Union

has lost its second-largest economy and third-most populous country as a result of Brexit. Prime Minister

David Cameron resigned on June 23, 2016, after a UK-wide referendum in which 51.89 percent opted to

leave the EU and 48.11 percent chose to remain a member.

The British Parliament attempted to prevent a misinterpretation of the Brexit vote result and only

allowed an early election to be called when that appeared to be in place. However, a Parliament cannot

constrain its successor under the Westminster system, and a purged conservative Conservative party won

an overwhelming majority in December 2019. Referendums can be added to representative governments'

current election systems, but this needs significant caution and planning. National sovereignty can be a

potent motivator of public opinion, but it also puts territorial unity in jeopardy. Therefore, might lessen the

future participation of citizens in participatory democracies and cause them to lose trust in the system.

4. 2017 Turkish Constitutional Referendum

On April 16, 2017, a constitutional referendum was held in Turkey to decide whether to adopt 18

proposed revisions to the Turkish constitution proposed by the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP)

and the Nationalist Movement Party (NMP) (MHP). The Prime Minister's office was eliminated as a result of
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its acceptance, and the current parliamentary system of government was replaced with an executive

presidency and a presidential system. The number of seats in Parliament was increased from 550 to 600,

and the president was given more power over selections to the Supreme Board of Judges and Prosecutors,

among other things (HSYK). The referendum was held under a state of emergency that was declared

following a failed military coup attempt in July 2016.

Early results indicated a 51–49% lead for the "Yes" vote. In an unprecedented move, the Supreme

Electoral Council (YSK) allowed non-stamped ballots to be accepted as valid. Some critics of the reform

decried this move to be illegal, claiming that as many as 1.5 million ballots were unstamped, and did not

recognize the results. Large-scale protests erupted following the results in order to protest the YSK's

decision.

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and the Parliamentary Assembly

of the Council of Europe (PACE) both condemned the campaign's unfairness and pronounced the YSK's

decision to be unconstitutional in subsequent reports.

Although people did not get physically hurt, it did harm the future applications of participatory

democracy. The referandum caused a constitutional amendment that permits the president to change the

laws. Now when a law is to be changed there is not a necessity for asking the citizens to vote on it.

Therefore, it hindered the future applications of participatory democracy.

IV. Key Vocabulary

Referendum: Citizens vote on laws and/or constitutional amendments presented by a legislative body in

binding referendums. Referendums provide citizens more decision-making authority by giving them the last

say in legislation passing. Citizens can also utilize referendums to set the agenda if they are allowed to draft

suggestions for referendums in what are known as initiatives. Referendums can be made more participatory

by using a required vote system that forces all citizens to vote.

Initiative: An initiative is a petition that needs to be signed by a certain number of voters. This petition can

either enact a law or start a public vote.

Participatory Budgeting: Citizens can make judgments about how a public budget is allocated under the

participatory budgeting approach.  The overall technique of participatory budgeting, which has its origins in

Porto Alegre, Brazil, entails the drafting of a concrete financial plan that acts as a suggestion to elected

officials. Importantly, under the Brazilian system, neighborhoods have the authority to develop regional

budgets, with local suggestions presented to elected regional budget forums.
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Democracy Deficit: In comparison to a theoretical democratic government, when there is a lack of

democracy in political institutions and practices it is called a democracy deficit. The term "democratic deficit"

can be used to characterize the lack of or underdevelopment of essential democratic institutions, as well as

the numerous ways in which these institutions can fail to function correctly.

V. Important Events & Chronology

Date (Day/Month/Year) Event

8 November 2016 United States Presidential Election of 2016

16 April 2017 Turkish Constitutional Referendum

17 November 2018 Yellow Vests Movement

1 February 2020
The United Kingdom exited from the European Union.

(Brexit)

VI. Past Resolutions and Treaties

- The European Economic and Social Committee: Participatory Democracy: This is the

resolution submitted by the European Economic and Social Committee that is later adopted by the

Human Rights Council.

- Human Rights Council resolution 33/22: Equal participation in political and public affairs, Especially

focus on part 4 which is about participatory policy-making. It was adopted on 30 September 2016.

This resolution was submitted by the European Economic and Social Committee and is based on

the thier research on young people and democratic life in Europe. Although this resolution tried to

solve the issue, two years after the resolution was adopted the Yellow Vests Movement began. This

shows that the resolution was not enough to solve the issue at hand.

- UN General Assembly Resolution A/67/290: This resolution was adopted by the General Assembly

on July 9th, 2013. The resolution mainly focuses on sustainable development.

- Guidance Note of the Secretary-General on Democracy: Especially focus on part 4, the 2nd topic

which is  “Encourage popular participation and support free and fair elections”. The note serves as a

starting point for collaborative work based on shared principles, joint analysis, and demand-driven

strategies, ensuring that our work is not only cohesive and synergetic, but also effective and

responsive.

-
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VII. Failed Solution Attempts

In recent years, participatory decision-making has become increasingly important. Citizen

assemblies in the United Kingdom, as well as participatory budgeting projects in places such as Paris and

Madrid, are examples of this new trend of direct citizen participation in democracy. Some of these projects

have aided parliaments and governments, particularly at the local level, in crowdsourcing ideas and building

consensus around certain concerns. In many towns, for example, the rehabilitation and restoration of green

areas and parks has been a source of worry. Nowadays, with people limited to densely populated and

congested cities, we recognize the need of prioritizing the environment. Although these projects were

started by the demand of the citizens.They did not fulfill their goals because they were not brought into

action and only symbolic. Therefore, to solve this issue there needs to be progress and focused work to

resolve the issue.

VIII. Possible Solutions

There are several possible solutions that can help decrease the harming of citizens in participatory

democracy. One is to enhance the political system's representation by making the system more responsive,

aware of the values, interests, and needs of the citizens. The dialog between the representers and citizens

can be improved by strengthening communication on social media platforms.  This dialog will need to

continue to engage more citizens in the future, particularly those who are less engaged in political debates.

It will also need to come up with new strategies to target peoples' engagement on problems that matter to

them while allowing everyone to participate.

Although information and communication technology have greatly aided civic engagement. Many

new tools have been created all throughout the world, primarily by civic technology organizations. However,

while new technology has opened up new possibilities, particularly for the youth, it is vital to remember that

these tools do not work the same way for everyone. As a result, technology should not be viewed as the

exclusive means of engaging individuals but only as one tool to improve participatory democracy.

It's worth noting that scholars are divided on whether participatory democracy increases citizens'

trust in democratic processes. People will not suddenly regain their trust in the democratic system just

because they are more involved. Thus, also involving scholars to keep a critical eye on the system will

improve the citizen’s trust in the democracies.
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IX. Useful Links

-Participatory Democracy: the Importance of Having a Say When Times are Hard: This is an interview with

Keutegen, the Senior Advisor at the Westminster Foundation for Democracy.

-An interview with professors on the “Contours of Participatory Democracy in the 21st Century”.:

“Journal of Deliberative Democracy’s co-editor André Bächtiger challenged Cristina Lafont, Jane

Mansbridge and Mark E. Warren to characterise their vision for democracy in the twenty first century and

reflect on the role of democratic deliberation in fulfilling this vision.”

-Types of Democracy:This article focuses on other types of democracy which can make it easier to

understand the concepts of participatory democracies.
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